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BOARD OF REGENTS 


Appointment of members of the Board of Regents of the National Li- 
brary of Medicine is expected momentarily, but no word of this action 
had been received at press time. 


FRIENDS OF AFML TO DISBAND 


The Executive Committee of the Friends of the Armed Forces Medi- 
cal Library, meeting at New York City on August 10, 1956, passed the 
following resolution: 

"Believing that the outstanding objectives of the FRIENDS 
OF THE ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY have now been 
achieved, and believing also that the impending change in ad- 
ministrative jurisdiction over the Armed Forces Medical Li- 
brary makes action desirable and appropriate, the Executive 
Committee of the FRIENDS, meeting in duly constituted ses- 
sion at New York City this 10th day of August, 1956, does here- 
by recommend to the membership that the Executive Committee 
be empowered to take suitable action, including disposal of 
assets, on behalf of the entire Society, according to the will of 
the membership as expressed in a mail poll on this question, 
a simple majority of votes received within one month of mail- 
ing of notice to be binding, "' 


Accordingly, the membership (307 members) was polled, with the 
following results: of 220 votes cast, 217 approved the resolution and 
3 disapproved. 

The Executive Committee of the FRIENDS expects to hold a final 
meeting before the end of this year to bring the affairs of the associa- 
tion to a close. When the necessary steps have been taken, an account- 
ing of the actions will be published in the NLM NEWS. 


NEW EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


Mr. Ray W. Grim will join the staff of the National Library of 
Medicine on November 5, 1956, to serve in the capacity of Executive 
Officer, in the Office of the Director. Mr. Grim has been in the Pub- 
lic Health Service since 1934, has been associated with the Division of 
Hospitals and the Communicable Disease Center, and most recently 
served as Program Management Officer in the Division of Dental Pub- 
lic Health, Bureau of State Services, 





2 November 1956 
i ____ 


DIRECTOR'S ACTIVITIES 


During the past six weeks the Director of the National Library of 
Medicine, Lt. Colonel Frank B. Rogers, has been engaged from time 
to time in various committee assignments. He has participated in 
several meetings of the preliminary planning committee for an Inter. 
national Conference on Scientific Information to be held in Washington 
in 1958; he attended a one-day meeting as consultant to the Library 
Service of the Veterans Administration (other consultants: Ralph Shay, 
L. Quincy Mumford, Emerson Greenaway, Sanford Larkey); he spent 
several days as a member of a special committee of the National 
Academy of Sciences-National Research Council concerned with prob- 
lems of the Chemical-Biological Coordination Center. 


— 





On October 5 the Director made a presentation on the National Li- 
brary of Medicine to the Surgeon General's Staff Conference, PHS; on 
the 10th he spoke to the staff of the Reference Department, Library of 
Congress, and on the 16th he participated in a panel discussion with 
Lucile Morsch and Foster Mohrhardt on "The Training of Library 
Personnel for Government Libraries" before a dinner meeting of the 
Alumni Club of Catholic University's Department of Library Science, 
On October 8 Colonel Rogers began a series of approximately 30 week- 
ly lectures on ''Review of Medical Nomenclature''for staff members of 
the National Library of Medicine. 


— 


ROBERT E. NOBLE, 1870-1956 


Major General Robert E. Noble, USA (ret.), died on September 18, 
1956, at the U. S. Army Hospital, Fort McClellan, Alabama. Gener- 
al Noble entered the Army in 1900 as an Assistant Surgeon and was 
later associated with General Gorgas in the conquest of yellow fever | 
in the Panama Canal Zone. After service in France with the AEF, | 
General Noble became Librarian of the Army Medical Library (1919- | 
1924). Before his retirement in 1925 he was Assistant Surgeon General | 
of the U. S. Army; the years since then had been filled with active 
participation in the affairs of the General's native community, Annis- 
ton, Alabama, 





H. WINNETT ORR, 1877-1956 


H. Winnett Orr of Lincoln, Nebraska, internationally known speci- 
alist in the field of orthopedics, died on October ll, 1956, in Rochester, | 
Minnesota, In World War I Dr. Orr served in the Army Medical Corps 
and gained fame for a method of treating fractures which is now known 
as the Orr method. He was the author of many books and articles, and 
as a book collector he assembled a large private library. His collec: ' 
tion of Anne of Brittany books is now displayed at the Love Library o | 
the University of Nebraska, 





















































































——___ 

| 
ary of | 
m time | 
ed in 
Inter. 
rington 
ibrary | 
Shaw, | 
spent 
ional 
prob- 





al Li- 
[S; on 
ary of ° 
n with 
rary 
of the 
cience, 
week- 
ers of 


er este 


ber 18, 
Gener- 





fever 
> AEF, 
(1919- 
seneral | 
active 


Sr Ah senmetees 


speci- 


hester, | 


| Corps 


1s, and 
collece ' 
rary of ' 


NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE NEWS 


PHYSICIANS AS POETS 


The theme of the November exhibit of the National Library of Medi- 
cine is "Physicians as Poets.'' Ten well-known physicians who have 
been successful in both the medical and literary fields are portrayed, 
with evidence of their contributions to medicine and examples of their 
poetry. Those selected from the long list of doctors who qualify as 
poets are: Fracastoro, Haller, Jenner, Laennec, Holmes, Sherring- 
ton, Wier Mitchell, John McCrae, William Carlos Williams, and Mer- 
rill Moore. 

This exhibit was prepared by Miss Elizabeth G. Moseley of the Ref- 
erence Division staff. 


VARIA 


A set of 32 photographs of Russian doctors and scientists has been 
received in the Library's Art Section; in exchange, the Library has 
sent a shipment of duplicate portraits of American physicians and sur- 
geons. . . 

The Library was awarded a rating of Superior in the report of the 
Army Inspector General covering the Annual General Inspection of the 
Armed Forces Medical Library for Fiscal Year 1956... 

Members of the Library staff are enrolled in evening classes in 
languages (Italian, French, German, Russian, Spanish); Commercial 
Law and Accounting; Government Documents; Drafting; Comparative 
Romance Linguistics; Physiology; Chemistry; Foreign Trade, and Law 
Librarianship. . . 

Eleven members of the staff have accumulated sick leave balances 
of more than 1,000 hours. . . 

Awards have been presented to Mr. Emerson R, Turner, Mr. Dav- 
id Merrell, and Miss Helen F. Feltovic for suggestions resulting in 
improved procedures; also to Miss Hilda Steinweg for a suggestion 
made while she was a member of the staff, and to Mrs. Alice E, Lue- 
thy for Sustained Superior Work Performance... 

A survey of language competency among Library staff members 
in Washington reveals that 21 languages are within the range of their 
abilities. . . 

Distinguished visitors of the past several months include Dr. R. R. 
Winton, Deputy Editor of the Medical Journal of Australia; Dr. D. Yu. 
Panov, Director of the All-Union Institute of Scientific and Technical 
Information, Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R.; Dr. Siforov, Cor- 
responding Member of the Academy of Sciences and President of the 
Scientific and Technical Society of Radio and Electrical Communica- 
tions Engineering of the U.S.S.R.; Dr. Francisco Guerra, Professor 
of Pharmacology of the University of Mexico. 
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GROWTH OF COLLECTIONS 


CURRENT YEAR COLLECTION TOTALS 





With- Net 30 June 30 June 
Added drawn Gain 1955 1956 





BOOK MATERIAL 
1, Bound Monographs 


a. HMD 343 31,399 31,726 


b. 1801-1913 3, 664 103,087 101, 483 


c. 1914- 9, 412 110,952 119,111 








Subtotal (1) 13, 419 245,438 252,320 


2. Bound Serials 6,955 217,036 223,991 





Total Bound 
Volumes (1-2) 20,374 462,474 476,311 


3, Theses 1, 671 272,526 274,197 
4, Pamphlets 2, 052 153,518 155, 570 





Subtotal (3-4) 3,723 426,044 429, 767 


TOTAL BOOK 
MATERIAL 24, 097 888,518 906,078 





NON-BOOK MATERIAL 


1. Microfilms 183 1,944 


2. Portraits and 
Pictures 2,417 55,911 





TOTAL NON-BOOK 
MATERIAL 2, 600 57, 855 


BOUND VOLUME 
EQUIVALENTS* 15, 258 








GRAND TOTAL 26, 697 961, 631 





*Material in pipeline 





